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(but the soldiers) that were yesterday in the caval-
cade ; and a most pleasant sight it was to see them in
their several robes. And the King come in with his
crown on, and his sceptre in his hand, under a canopy
borne up by six silver staves, carried by Barons of the
Cinque Ports, and little bells at every end. And after a
long time, he got up to the farther end, and all set
themselves down at their several tables ; and that was
also a brave sight: and the King's first course carried
up by the Knights of the Bath. And many fine cere-
monies there was of the Heralds leading up people be-
fore him, and bowing; and my Lord of Albemarle's
going to the kitchen and eating a bit of the first dish
that was to go to the King's table. But, above all, was
these three Lords, Northumberland, and Suffolk, and
r*the Duke of Ormond, coming before the courses on
horseback, and staying so all dinner-time, and at last
bringing up (Dymock) the King's Champion, all in
armour on horseback, with his spear and target carried
before him. And a Herald proclaims " That if any dare
deny Charles Stuart to be lawful King of England, here
was a Champion that would fight with him " ; and
with these words, the Champion flings down his gaunt-
let, and all this he do three times in his going up to-
wards the King's table. To which, when he is come, the
King drinks to him, and then sends him the cup, which
is of gold, and he drinks it off, and then rides back
again with the cup in his hand. I went from table to
table to see the Bishops and all others at their dinner,
and was infinitely pleased with it. And at the Lords'
table, I met with William Howe, and he spoke to my
Lord for me, and he did give him four rabbits and a
pullet, and so Mr. Creed and I got Mr. Minshell to give